Enlightenment Thinkers

	Thinker
	Dates
	Country
	Writings
	Key Ideas / Significant Actions

	Thomas Hobbes
	1588-1679
	Britain
	Leviathan
	Life is solitary, poor, nasty, brutish, and short – social contract used to gain collective security through absolutism – strong authoritarian government

	John Locke
	1632-1704
	Britain
	An Essay Concerning Human Understanding, Two Treatises on Government
	People are inherently good, independent, and equal – experience is the best way to gain knowledge – “tabula rasa” (blank slate) – attacked theory of divine right – believed in religious freedom and separation of church and state – check and balances in government

	Pierre Bayle
	1647-1706
	France
	News from the Republic of Letters, Historical and Critical Dictionary
	Campaigned for religious tolerance – catalogued errors in religious writings – said even religion must use logic and have historical accuracy

	Bernard de Fontenelle
	1657-1757
	France
	Conversations on the Plurality of Worlds
	Made Copernicus’ theories available to the literate public

	Mary Astell
	1666-1731
	Britain
	Serious Proposal to the Ladies, Reflections upon Marriage
	Women should have access to education – women must ignore tradition and instead use reason and logic to better themselves and their countries – men are born free, and thus women must be as well

	Montesquieu
	1689-1755
	France
	Spirit of the Laws, Persian Letters
	Separation of powers – judicial branch in particular must be independent – aristocracy much have power to balance of the monarchy – law codes should be reformed and used only to regulate crimes against person and property – punishment must be humane and proportional to the crime

	Francis Hutcheson
	1694-1746
	Britain (Scotland)
	__
	The ultimate social good is happiness – government should focus on achieving happiness for the greatest number of people possible

	Voltaire
	1694-1778
	France
	Candide, Letters Concerning the English Nation, Philosophical Dictionary
	Religion and church authority are bad – universal natural laws and human rights exist for all – evil is done when man strays from natural law – worst crimes in society are injustice and bigotry

	Samuel Johnson
	1709-1784
	Britain
	Dictionary of the English Language, Lives of the English Poets
	Reason must always triumph over unchecked emotion – ideas based on emotion must be examined to ensure that they agree with logical principles

	David Hume
	1711-1776
	Britain (Scotland)
	Natural History of Religion, An Enquiry Concerning Human Understanding
	The ultimate moral good is kindness (benevolence) – individual perceptions exist but in reality all people are one – Christian religion has no basis in reason, but instead superstition and fear

	Jean-Jacques Rousseau
	1712-1778
	France
	Social Contract, Emile, Confessions
	Religious and social institutions corrupt mankind – mankind’s “natural” state is morally superior – will of the people rather than divine right should be used to rule – stressed importance of education and “the general will” of society – abolitionist – frank autobiography published after his death

	Denis Diderot
	1713-1784
	France
	Encyclopedia, Or a Systematic Dictionary of the Sciences, Arts, and Crafts (Encyclopédie), Regrets on Parting with My Old Dressing Gown
	Supported deism and attacked church authority –religious tolerance, appreciation of reason and science, and freedom for all are most important signs of an enlightened society – materialism is unhealthy

	Adam Smith
	1723-1790
	Britain (Scotland)
	Wealth of Nations
	Popularized idea of “laissez-faire” (let it be) – government should not interfere in business or the distribution of wealth – capital should be put back into production and distribution – supply and demand acts as an “invisible hand” acting in the best interests of society

	Immanuel Kant
	1724-1804
	HRE
	Critique of Pure Reason
	Reason is the ultimate authority for all morality – “categories of understanding” exist in ideal form in the human mind – some questions cannot be answered by reason alone, such as “does God exist”

	Thomas Malthus
	1766-1834
	Britain
	Essay on the Principles of Population
	Population always increases faster than food supply, requiring occasional adjustments in population from starvation – society’s fertility does not lead to progress

	Francis Place
	1771-1854
	Britain
	__
	Ideas about nutrition and diet should be reformed to achieve greater good for society – contraception should be used to control population growth


