Great Ideas that Changed the World

Many amazing individuals were responsible for the new ideas that shaped the period of history called the The Enlightenment.  The ideas and influences of these intellectuals and artists not only changed the world, as they knew it, but also provided a foundation for modern political systems as well as modern art, music and literature. 

Each member of your group shall select a different person from the attached list to research and understand. As a group you will share information about those individuals and will write a short play that requires the individuals to discuss together their achievements and philosophies. You may set your play in any year (it can even be set in modern times, if you wish) and you can choose any setting or location.  All characters should have approximately equal speaking roles.

The dialog you create must address the following issues:

· What the ideas/discoveries/achievements of each individual are, and what influences or earlier thinkers inspired their work. (How did they come up with their ideas? Whose work did they improve upon or contradict?)

· How the ideas/discoveries/achievements of each of the individuals differed from past knowledge on the topic.  
· Challenges or controversies that may have arisen in society as a result of their work. (If their work was not controversial, have them discuss the challenges or controversy presented by the scientific revolution or enlightenment in general).

· How their work has had an impact on the world (depending on the setting of your play, your characters could guess at the impact or be looking back from the future).

· Be sure to mention any specific inventions, discoveries, books, paintings, music or other written work that is attributed to the individuals.

· Provide as much specific detail about each of the individuals as you can find to create a realistic picture of each person.  You should also add references to other events or people from the time period in which they lived to make it seem more authentic.

Your finished play should be approximately 4-5 minutes long for each individual in your group.  A rough draft of your play is due at the end of class on Monday, November 21.  The final script is due at the end of class Wednesday, November 23.  We will present the plays in class on Sunday, November 27.
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Thomas Hobbes

John Locke

Thomas Jefferson

Ludwig von Beethoven
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Voltaire

Baron de Montesquieu

Alexander Hamilton

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart
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Jean Jacques Rousseau

Cesare Beccaria

Denis Diderot

Frederick the Great 
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Mary Wollstonecraft

Catherine the Great

Thomas Paine

Adam Smith

