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AP US History Syllabus 2010-2011
Mrs. Kathryn Smith

kwmith@schutzschool.org.eg
Course Description

AP US History is a college-level survey course designed to provide students with a solid foundation for understanding and analyzing American history from pre-colonization to the present day.  The program prepares students for intermediate and advanced level college courses by making demands upon them that are equivalent to those made by full-year introductory college courses.  It also prepares for the AP US History Examination which all students enrolled in this class will take in May, 2011.
Course Text 
Kennedy, David M. et al. The American Pageant: A History of the Republic, 14th ed. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2010. In addition to the course text, students will be assigned handouts from a variety of primary and secondary sources, most of which will be accessible on-line..
Expectations 

As this is a course taught as a college level course, I expect that all students will behave and perform at that same level.  That means that students are prepared each day for class -- that they have read all assigned readings, completed assigned work or projects, and are in class with any and all necessary tools (laptops, pens, paper, books, brains etc.)  This course will require students to develop skills in note-taking, logic, analysis, synthesis, interpretation, evaluation, critical thinking, reading and writing.  This demands that students are prepared, organized and willing to take personal initiative, work cooperatively and stay focused.  The reading and writing load for this course is significant and requires commitment on the part of the student to succeed.
Grading

· Tests:  






40%

The centerpiece of the AP US History course is preparation to take the AP US History exam in May 2008.  As such, the majority of the tests in this class will be combinations of AP-style multiple choice questions, Free Response Question (FRQ) essays, Document Based Question (DBQ) essays.  FRQ and DBQ essays will be graded using an AP rubric (score range of 1-9) but translated to a 100% scale. Unit tests throughout the year will be cumulative, with approximately 25% of each test devoted to prior material. It is essential, therefore, that students MASTER the material from each unit and learn from previous test mistakes.

· Papers/Projects/Student-Led Discussions:  


30%

Each semester students will complete a major research assignment which will consist of both a written and visual component.  Students will be given assignment parameters, but will also be given opportunities for creative input into the final product.  Each semester students (individually or in small groups) will be responsible for leading the class in discussions and presentations using readings from the text, outside authorities and primary documents. 

· Quizzes and Daily Work: 




20%

To aid students in comprehending their daily reading, a variety of take-home assignments and reading quizzes will be given throughout the semester.  

· Participation:  





10%

This class is not taught in a “teacher lectures; student takes notes” format (although there will be a few of those moments!).  The class requires active, engaged participation in discussions, debates and activities.  Your participation, or lack thereof, will be noted and valued. Participation includes additions for positive contributions to the classroom dynamic and deductions for disruptive behavior including late arrival to class.

Homework/Absences/Technology 
· Missed Assignments
If a test or quiz is missed, the student must schedule a time to take a make-up exam which will be different than the one taken by the class.  Absent unusual circumstances, the make-up should be scheduled for no later than the second day the student returns to school.
· Late Assignments

Assignments are due at the beginning of the class period or when the teacher collects them.  Even if the assignment is turned in to the teacher later that day, the assignment is still late.  Ten percent of the value of the assignment will be deducted for the first calendar day (not including weekends) that an assignment is late.  After the first calendar day, the assignment will receive a zero.      

· Computer/Printer Malfunctions
A computer or printer malfunction does not excuse the student from turning in an assignment on time.  In the event that a student’s computer or printer malfunctions, the student must make every attempt to correct the situation before making a case for clemency to the teacher.  Choosing one of the following options guarantees that the student is able to turn in assignments on time regardless of the malfunction:  1) Rewrite the assignment by hand; 2) Copy the assignment onto a flash drive and print it at school before class; 3) Email the assignment to yourself and print it out from your email before class; 4) Email the essay to the teacher before class. (be sure to bring document on flash drive or cd in case the email does not arrive). Once class begins, you will not be allowed to leave the class to print your document—it is late. 

· Use of Technology in the Classroom
Students are allowed to use their laptops in class to take notes, give presentations and research information.  However, during class discussions and presentations by other students or when directed by the teacher, laptops should be closed.  Under no circumstances will students be using the laptop in class to check or send email, or to visit any site that is not related to the course material.  Violation of this may result in banning the student from using the laptop in class.  As I-pods will not be allowed during the AP Exam, and the class activities are highly interactive, they will not generally be allowed in the AP US History classroom. 

